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 The Sri Lanka Association of Professional Conference, Exhibition 
& Event Organisers (SLAPCEO Reg No: GA6262) endeavours to 
make the conference, meetings and exhibition business more 
professional and recognised to be a key segment in tourism which 
brings in premium revenue to the country. It is the only industry 
body representing the meetings industry in Sri Lanka, recognized, 
directly supported and assisted by Sri Lanka Convention Bureau 
which is functioning under the Ministry of Economic 
Development to promote Sri Lanka as a venue for Meetings, 
Conferences and Exhibitions. While Sri Lanka Convention Bureau 
represents Government interest in the meetings industry, 
SLAPCEO is considered as the voice of the industry in the 
formulation of policies and development of strategies.  

5th AGM (since incorporation) 
24 November 2017,  
Jetwing Colombo Seven  
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Message from OUR President  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are proud and delighted to celebrate 15 years since the formation of our Association. Since our humble 
beginnings in 2002 with just six members, we have moved on from a simple Association with an intention to 
contribute to the betterment our industry, to a fully-fledged Company Incorporated by Guarantee with diverse 
objectives to benefit the industry and its members. 
 
The focus now is to take Sri Lanka MICE to the next level, whilst ensuring that our members benefit from our efforts 
in this cause. For this purpose, SLAPCEO is working closely with key local and international stakeholders.  
 
“SLAPCEO|EDUCATION” is already contributing towards the human resource development of our industry by 
organizing the IAPCO, SLCB, SLITHM and UOC training programs. Our members will simultaneously benefit 
from opportunities to organize these events as well as by conducting lectures. 
 
As a socially responsible citizen, our CSR arm “SLAPCEO|CARE” plans to embark upon a worthy project each 
year involving our members and industry representatives. Sports related activities are also on the cards to 
promote a healthier MICE work force!  
 
While sharing the excitement in SLAPCEO’s activities lined up for 2018, I also wish to sincerely thank the Board 
Members of SLAPCEO as well as our Members for their support and contributions over the past year. Many 
thanks also to Hon. John A.E. Amarathunga, Minister of Tourism Development and Christian Religious Affairs, 
Mr. Janaka Sugathadasa, Former Secretary and Ms. Shiranee Weerakoon, Former Additional Secretary  Minister 
of Tourism Development and Christian Religious Affairs, Mr. Prema Cooray, Chairman, Sri Lanka Convention 
Bureau (SLCB) and SLCB staff members, Ms Dinukshi Bandaranayake from Marks and Patents Lanka Pvt Ltd 
who have been our Company Secretaries for the past 10 years, as well as our Auditors B.R.De. Silva and 
Company for their continued efforts and support towards SLAPCEO’s activities. 
 
Ziyan Ameen 
President – SLAPCEO  
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OUR Achievements Aug 2016 – November 2017 
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SPEAR HEADING MICE EDUCATION 

IAPCO ( CCC) is an internationally recognized qualification for MICE professionals, and SLAPCEO will be organizing the 

IAPCO program in June 2018, making it possible for Sri Lankan as well as foreign MICE professionals to gain this most 

valuable qualification. 

SLAPCEO also holds the position of Secretary on the Tourism Skills Council – an endeavour by the Ministry of 

Vocational Training, to develop the Tourism human resource in Sri Lanka. 

Proposed partnership with SLITHM to prepare the MICE curriculum which will then be the accepted curriculum for all 

institutions in Sri Lanka.  SLAPCEO will extend its support by providing advice and resource persons to run the 

program. 

SLAPCEO together with SLCB conducted a residential training in Negombo, which was attended by 35 participants.  

There were 2 speakers – one from India and one from China to share knowledge on how to tap the MICE market from 

these 2 giants.  Our Committee Member Ms Paddy Paul was the resource person from Sri Lanka 

 

 

MARKETING SRI LANKAN MICE 

India and China being identified as primary markets for Sri 

Lanka, SLAPCEO will assist the SLCB to promote these 2 

destinations. 

SLAPCEO attended a meeting with the Min of Tourism and 

Sports to develop Sports Tourism where MICE can play a 

major role 
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LOBBYING & ACTIVISM 

Major Achievement – MICE has been included in the TOR 

for the appointment of 9 Representatives world wide, 

which was  done by SLAPCEO lobbying tirelessly to make 

this inclusion 

A meeting was held with the Minister to discuss the 

minimum rate in Colombo and how we could fill the low 

occupancy during the off season.   Infrastructure 

development was also discussed at length. 
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STRONG ONLINE PRESENCE 

SLAPCEO recently launched their online membership 

application form, enabling a turnaround time of 5 working 

for a new member to be admitted. 

The SLAPCEO website was also given a facelift & 

relaunched, along with introduction of the SLAPCEO 

facebook page.  

Members now have the opportunity of publicizing their 

events & achievements through the SLAPCEO facebook 

page & website. 

ONLINE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: 

www.slapceo.lk/join_us.php 

WEBSITE RELAUNCHED: www.slapceo.lk 

FACEBOOK PAGE: www.facebook.com/slapceo  

 

http://www.slapceo.lk/join_us.php
http://www.slapceo.lk/
http://www.facebook.com/slapceo
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NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES 

SLAPCEO organized “MICE on the Green”, a 

networking opportunity for SLAPCEO 

members, coupled with fun events and a 

guest talk by Mr Ajith Perera 
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PARTNERSHIP WITH SLCB 

SLAPCEO boasts a strong relationship with Sri Lanka Convention Bureau (SLCB), as SLAPCEO members 

enjoy respect & recognition of their professionalism in the eyes of the Bureau. SLCB displayed their 

confidence in SLAPCEO by entrusting organizing of two of their conferences for the first time; namely, 

the 1st ever Outbound Convention of Indian Association of Tour Operators (IATO) and SNAV 

Conference 2016 (LEV - LES JOURNÉES DES ENTREPRENEURS DU VOYAGE).  The events were 

successfully concluded in October 2017 & October 2016 respectively. SLAPCEO members benefited 

from the business of organizing these events. 

SLAPCEO also holds a position on SLCB’s Board, and contributes heavily to SLCB’s Marketing Planning at 

monthly board meetings & Marketing subcommittee meetings. SLAPCEO also holds a position at Audit 

& Management committee of SLCB.  

EXPOSURE THROUGH UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO 

The University of Colombo has on numerous occasions over the past year, invited SLAPCEO 

Board members as panellists for their special events & discussions on tourism.  

The University also wishes to fully outsource to SLAPCEO the conducting of a certificate 

program on MICE. SLAPCEO to develop the curriculum, conduct lectures & collect fees. 

SLAPCEO members can look forward to benefiting from this prestigious & profitable 

opportunity. 

MEMBERSHIP 

2 new members were admitted SLAPCEO. Very strict & selective with our membership 

admittance, SLAPCEO represent the best & the most professional in the industry. The 

objective is to set high standards for the industry to follow.  

MICE is a high value low volume business, and the number of members is reflective of the 

same. 
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OUR Board of Directors  

 
MOHAMED GHOZUIL AMEEN MOHAMED ZIYAN 
ziyan@aitkenspence.lk 
President, Head – Sub Committee for Networking & Stakeholders 

NALIN LAKMAL ARIYARATNE 
nalin@jetwing.lk 
Secretary, Head – Sub Committee for Social Activities 

SHANTI FELECIA OUTSCHOORN 
shanti.o@sl.pico.com 
Treasurer, Head – Sub Committee for Membership Drive 

 
JOYCE PADMINI PAUL 
paddy@goldenislesrilanka.com 
Committee Member, Head – Sub Committee for Education & Overseas 
Promotions 

FELICIA INDRANI ADHIHETTY 
md@bconnected.lk 
Committee Member, Head – Sub Committee for PR & Communications 

JANICE HAKEL-RANASINGHE 
janis.kairos@gmail.com, kairoshelp@gmail.com 
Committee Member, Head – Sub Committee for Website & IT 

 
 

GIHAN INDIKA SAMPATH DE SILVA 
gihan@361.lk 
Committee Member 

MOHAMED AASIM MUKTHAR 
aasim@saexhibitions.com 
Committee Member 

TUAN SHAFFAATH AMIDON 
shaffaath@mnshotelsolutions.com 
Committee Member 

HEMAL OSHADEE WITHANAWASAM  
oshadee@tiikm.com 
Committee Member 

TUAN HAJREEN JUHARA 
hajreen@beyondboundariesglobal.com 
Committee Member 

 
 
MARKS& PATENTS LANKA PVT LTD  
Dinukshi Shiyara Bandaranayake 
dinukshi@marksandpatentslanka.com 
Company Secretaries 
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OUR Membership 

 
30 Members (22Full Members, 8 Associate Members) & 1 Patron 

 
FULL MEMBERSHIP Includes… 

PCO = Professional Conference Organiser 
PEO = Professional Exhibition Organiser 

EMC = Event Management Company 
DMC = Destination Management Company 

 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP Includes… 

Hotels 
Equipment suppliers 

Venue providers 
Airlines 

Advertising & marketing agencies 
Other service providers as considered admissible by Office Bearers 

Latest Members’ List & Contact Details: 
http://bit.ly/SLAPCEOMembers 
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OUR Change Management  

The Board of Directors 

Given below are statuses of the current Office Bearers. Accordingly, no elections are required to be held this year. 

Name Current Position Appointment Expiry of tenure Status as at 2017 AGM 

Mr Ziyan Ameen President/ Director 9/1/2014 - to fill vacancy. Reappointed 

26/02/2014. Reappointed 26/08/2016 

2018 AGM Continues tenure as President 

Mr Nalin Ariyaratne Secretary/ Director Upon incorporation on 12/02/2012. 

Reappointed 26/02/2014. Appointed as 

Secretary 26/08/2016 

2018 AGM Continues tenure as Secretary 

Ms Shanti Outschoorn Treasurer/ Director 9/1/2014 - to fill vacancy. Reappointed 

26/02/2014. Reappointed 26/08/2016 

2018 AGM Continues tenure as Treasurer 

Ms Paddy Paul Committee/ Director 3/4/2012. Reappointed 26/02/2014. Ends 

tenure as Secretary 26/08/2016. 

Appointed as Ordinary Committee 

member by circular resolution 18/10/2016 

2018 AGM Continues as Committee Member 

Ms Felicia Adhihetty Committee/ Director 27/2/2013. Reappointed 26/5/2015 2017 AGM Tenure ends as Committee Member. Can 

be reappointed as Committee member 

Ms Janice Hakel-

Ranasinghe 

Committee/ Director 26/2/2014. Reappointed 26/08/2016 2018 AGM Continues as Committee Member 
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Mr Gihan De Silva Committee/ Director 26/5/2015 2017 AGM Tenure ends as Committee Member. Can 

be reappointed as Committee member 

Mr Aasim Mukthar Committee/ Director 26/5/2015 2017 AGM Tenure ends as Committee Member. Can 

be reappointed as Committee member 

Mr Shaffaath Amidon Committee/ Director 26/5/2015 2017 AGM Tenure ends as Committee Member. Can 

be reappointed as Committee member 

Mr Hajreen Juhara Committee/ Director 26/5/2015 2017 AGM Tenure ends as Ordinary Committee 

Member. Can be reappointed as ordinary 

Committee member 

Mr Oshadee 

Withanawasam 

Committee/ Director 8/26/2016 2018 AGM Continues as Committee Member 

Mr Missaka Weerakoon Committee/ Director 8/26/2016 Resigned April 

2017 

A vacancy was created on the Board. 

However, the Board decided not to fill this 

vacancy as per Article 67A* of the Articles 

of Association of SLAPCEO, as it is happy 

with contributions from the current 

constituency  

*Article 67A states that the continuing Directors may act, not withstanding any vacancy in their body, and the number of Directors shall not fall below the 

number of two. Currently SLAPCEO has 11 Directors, with vacancies for 2 more appointments, which may be filled only if the Board deems it necessary. 



18 

 

Membership 

The following changes were observed in the membership of SLAPCEO between August 2016 & November 2017: 

Admitted 2 new Members:  

Colombo Courtyard Pvt Ltd (Associate Member)                                  Carolina Beach Hotel (Associate Member) 

                                

Resigned from Membership: Sigma Three Solutions (Associate Member) 

 

Articles of Association  

No Constitutional changes were observed this year. The latest Articles of Association of SLAPCEO can be found at:   

http://bit.ly/SLAPCEOArticles 

http://bit.ly/SLAPCEOArticles


19 

 

 

OUR Activity Calendar for 2018 

Member activities 

Annual General Meeting of Members 2017 –Nov 2017 

Archery Tag Tournament - March 2018 

IAPCO Edge Seminar – June 2018 

CSR Activity – Sept 2018 

Annual General Meeting of Members 2017 – Nov 2018 
 

Board Meetings 

To be held on the last Tuesday of every month, 3.30pm at 
Board member offices on rotation: 

 

Tue 19 Dec 2017  

Tue 30 Jan 2018 

Tue 27 Feb 2018  

Tue 27 Mar 2018 

Tue 24 April 2018  

Tue 29 May 2018  

Tue 26 Jun 2018 

Tue 31 Jul 2018  
Tue 28 Aug 2018  
Tue 25 Sept 2018  

Tue 30Oct 2018 

Tue 27 Nov 2018 
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OUR Financials 

Audited accounts for the year ending 31 December 2016 – see attached PDF report  
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Annex 1 – Notice of AGM 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the 5th Annual General Meeting of the members of Sri Lanka Association of Professional Conference, 
Exhibition & Event Organisers (company limited by guarantee GA 2662) will be held on Friday 24 November 2017, 3.00 pm at Taj Samudra 
Hotel, 25, Galle Face Centre Road, Colombo.  
 
The Agenda for the meeting is as follows:-  
1. Apologies for absence and announcements  

2. Adopt minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on 26 August 2016  

3. The President’s address  

4. Receive, consider and adopt the Annual Report of the Office Bearers on the affairs of the Association, and the Financial Statements of the 
Association for the year  

5. Resolution to re-appoint the following Committee Members to SLAPCEO: 

Ms Felicia Adhihetty 

Mr Gihan De Silva 

Mr Aasim Mukthar 

Mr Shaffaath Amidon 

Mr Hajreen Juhara 

6. Re-appoint BR De Silva & Co as Auditors  

7. Any other business  

 
Upon conclusion of the formal AGM proceedings, a “Sanwadaya” will take place at 4pm, on the topic“Is Sri Lankan MICE SEXY enough?”. This 
segment will feature an eminent panel worthy of your presence & attention, while industry dignitaries will also be invited to join. 
 
Cocktails 5.30pm onwards.  
 
By Order of the Board of SLAPCEO   
M/S Marks & Patents Lanka (Pvt) Ltd  
Company Secretaries  
6 November 2017 
Colombo  
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Note:- Only Full Members are entitled to vote. A list of member organizations & their Main/ Second/ Third Representatives can be found here: 
http://bit.ly/SLAPCEOMembers. The “Main Representative” has been authorized to attend meetings, vote & represent the interests of the member 
organization in all SLAPCEO activities. If the Main Representative is unable to attend, he/she may send the Second or Third Representative with 
proxy.  
 
A form of proxy is enclosed for this purpose.  
 

Annex 2 – Proxy Form  

 
Instruments appointing proxies must be carried by the proxy holder & lodged with SLAPCEO not less 15 minutes before the time appointed for the 
holding of the Annual General Meeting. 
 

I [Type Main Representative’s Name & Designation] Main Representative from [Type Name & 
Address of Member Organization] being a member of SLAPCEO, hereby appoint [Type Proxy 
Holder’s Name & Designation] of [Type Name & Address of Member Organization] as my proxy to 
vote for me and on my behalf at the Annual General Meeting of SLAPCEO to be held on the 24th day 
of November 2017 and at any adjournment thereof.  
 
 
Signature: …………………………………  
 

Date: .................. 

 

 
 

http://bit.ly/SLAPCEOMembers
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Annex 3 – Invitation to the “Sanwadaya” 

This segment will take place at 4pm, upon completion of the formal AGM 

proceedings. An eminent panel will be featured, worthy of your presence & 

attention, while industry dignitaries will also be invited to join. 
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Annual Report Prepared By 

 

 

 

 

 

Company Incorporation. Intellectual Property. Copy Writing. 
 

ADDRESS: 69/B, 1st Lane, Meda Welikada Road, Rajagiriya, Colombo 

WEB: www.startuplawyer.lk/marksandpatents EMAIL: dinukshi@startuplawyer.lk PHONE: 0778850186 




